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FADE | N:

| NT. /EXT. SUBMARI NE -- DAY

Rabbit HAAZY, white, sits on a marine blue carpet in front of
an acrylic glass. Through it a world unfolds no rabbit would
ever see. CLASSICAL NOTES in surround quality fill the room
The UNICA, a Seattle 1000 (or Phoeni x 1000) keeps descendi ng.

Surrounded in a plush interior sits DR RICHVOND, md-fifties.
Next to himlies the book:

"Absol ute Transparency"
by Ezra Kapl an.
Haazy junps up on the book, and Dr. Richnond [ifts himup.
He pl aces Haazy on his lap, and as he strokes him
CUT TO
| NT. MOUNTAIN CABI N -- EVEN NG
on EZRA KAPLAN, early sixties, packing, hasty. Next to the
little clothing in his suitcase books by Carl Jung, Abrans,
and Lakhovsky stick out.
On them he pl aces research papers identified by titles as "The
Pre-Physical State," "Wave Form " "Scal ar Waves," and "Quant um
Physics." He cl oses.
In a safari jacket, exiting the..
EXT. MOUNTAI N CABI N

...Ezra carries the suitcase and a snaller case. He places
themin his older, md-sized sedan, and drives away on a..

EXT. ROAD UPHI LL
...when an EXPLCSI ON can be heard.
| NT. EZRA' S CAR -- EVEN NG

Ezra stops and | ooks back. Sweat covers his brow. The cel
phone BUZZES.

Answer i ng,
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EZRA
Ezra Kapl an.

EXT. PUBLI C TELEPHONE | N MARI NA -- EVEN NG
Coast CGuard ENSI GN #1 acts as inconspicuous as possible.

ENSI GN #1
Unli ke the nmedia AND the police | believe
in you.

| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON

EZRA
You saved ny life.

ENSI GN #1
The mninmum | could do for a | egendary
resear cher.

EZRA
Don't need the | egend. Were are you?

ENSI GN #1
Sufficiently far away that this is the
only way to nmake sure that you're still

ar ound.
EZRA
Sir, would you have the courtesy to
tell me who you are? And how you know
this nunber? |It's not under ny nane.
ENSI GN #1
Not over a nonsecured line. | told
you!
EZRA

How about my manuscri pt?
From his safari jacket Ezra gets out a spy pen and records.

ENSI GN #1
| n saf e hands.

EZRA
There IS sonething el se you want to
tell me, right?

ENSI GN #1
Affirmative. Instructions are waiting
for youin a letter.



[ 14/ 39] Seei ng

EZRA
At whi ch address?

ENSI GN #1
You know wher e.

The cal |l ends.
EZRA
How t he hell does he know of ny P.QO
Box in Atwater Vill age?
He wants to drive away but fl oods the engine.

He turns the ignition key. The engine turns over but does not
start. He gives up. The phone RI NGS

Terrified, trenbling,

EZRA
Yes?

EXT. PUBLI C TELEPHONE I N MARI NA -- EVEN NG

ENSI GN #1
Professor, it's ne one nore tine.

| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON

EZRA
|s there a bonb in ny car too?
ENSI GN #1
No sir. | would suggest, though, you

abandon the car in front of the cabin.

EZRA
| bag your pardon?

ENSI GN #1
Who wants you dead will take you as
dead. For the nonent.

EZRA
What ?

ENSI GN #1
And don't call a cab from anywhere too
cl ose to the cabin.
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EXT. MOUNTAI N CABI N -- EVEN NG

Ezra coasts downhill. He stops in front of the burning cabin,
and | eaves on foot with his |uggage.

| NT. EZRA'S CAR -- EVEN NG
On keys dangling fromthe ignition,

CUT TO
EXT. H GH RI SE BU LDI NG -- N GHT

as CAMERA ZOOMS IN on a group of open wi ndows on an upper story.
Li ght streans out. POCLITICOS #1 and #2 can be heard.

POLI TI CO #1 (V. Q)
Anyone picked up the car?

POLI TICO #2 (V. Q)
Yes. As planned. ...WII look |like an
accident to the investigators.
DI SSOLVE TO
INT. OFFICE IN HHGH RI SE BUI LDI NG -- NI GHT

As the Politicos have coff ee:

POLI TI CO #1
That' Il puzzl e Kapl an even nore.
(beat)
No bodies -- no news.
POLI TI CO #2

He readily left ON FOOT. No police.
Not even a cab.

POLI TI CO #1
| nventors are used to sleepless nights..
(t hi nks)
That ensign shoul d be pronoted.

POLI TI CO #2
How the hell did you conme across hinf

Politico #1 pulls out a book fromunder a stack of papers.
It's title:

"Absol ute Transparency"
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POLI Tl CO #1
The man | oves wacko literature.

Politico #2 takes the book, stares at it, and shakes his head
in disbelief.

POLI TI CO #1
He finds it "entertaining."
(t hi nks)
|"mnot sure if Kaplan was actually the
best target...

POLI TI CO #2
He's the one who exposed hinself nost.
(waves book)
And he can't stand publicity.

POLI TI CO #1
(suspi ci ous)
He won't speak up?

Politico #2 denies with a head shake, places the book onto the
table, and stares at #1.

PCLI TI CO #2
Most inportant: "Father” |ikes him
The nmessage is set. WII| reach "father"
even at the bottom of the sea.

POLI TI CO #1
(beat, some concern)
How good that, push cones to shove, we

still have "grandfather."

PCLI Tl CO #2
We're not gonna need "grandfather" for
t his.

On Politico #1, nodding, convinced,

CUT TGO
EXT. BUS STATION -- MORNI NG
as a cab pulls up and stops in front. Tired, Ezra gets out.
He is still in his safari jacket. The DRI VER opens the trunk
and hands Ezra his luggage. He pays, enters the enpty...
| NT. BUS STATI ON

...and approaches the counter.
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EZRA
One way to downtown L. A

The CLERK issues the ticket. The anpunt appears on the display.
Ezra is about to slide his debit card through the ATM but
desists at the |l ast second. He pays in cash.

I NT. /EXT. BUS RUNNI NG ON OPEN ROAD -- DAY

Most PASSENGERS sl eep or listen to their earphones. Ezra w pes
his brow, glinpses out at the desert, and turns back to the
magazi ne on his | ap.

M NUTES LATER
He lifts the paper up and shakes his head in contenpt.

EZRA (V. Q)
"The fraud of honeopathy” -- This is
such B-S. Wo wote this drivel?

He tries to find out the author. Hi's cell phone BUZZES.

EZRA
Ezra Kapl an?

EXT. PUBLIC TELEPHONE I N MARI NA -- DAY

ENSI GN #1
It's me again.

| NTERCUT PHONE CONVERSATI ON

EZRA
Sir, I may owe you ny life but I don't
approve of your tactics.

ENSI GN #1
Just checki ng how you' re doi ng.

From his safari jacket Ezra gets out his spy pen.

EZRA
Come out of the dark if you want to
talk to ne.

ENSI GN #1
Everything in due course.

Ezra struggles with the recording device and fails to turn it
on.
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EZRA (O S.
Stop treating ne |like
woods.

)
a babe in the

A BLACK MAN sitting behind Ezra |listens, curious.

ENSI GN #1
| repeat, you'll get the instructions
the way | explained to you. Go through
it, I want you to be safe.

EZRA
(struggles with recording
devi ce)
Damm.

ENSI GN #1
| bag your pardon?

EZRA
(irritated)
It better be true.

On Bl ack Man, bored,

CUT TO
| NT. UNION STATION, L.A -- AFTERNOON
on suitcase as it is put on the floor.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
Thanks for comng to Atwater Vill age
and sorry for any inconveni ence. Now
t ake bus #92 and head back downt own.
Do not use a cab.

Ezra places the smaller case on top of the suitcase. He is in
a different jacket and wears sungl asses. The spy pen sticks
out fromthe breast pocket.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
During the ride change your jacket.
When you reach Union Station you nust
| ook different.

The clock in the station shows 3:48.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
Be there by four p.m
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Ezra takes out a letter fromhis jacket pocket, glinpses at
details init, and walks to the fifth right-hand bench from
t he back. He shakes his head in disbelief.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
Go to the grand waiting hall and sit
down at the fifth right-hand bench from
t he back and wait.

Ezra sits down.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
A shorter H spanic man in his fifties
wi || approach you with a shoppi ng bag.

VWile Ezra's attention is at the letter a shorter H SPAN C MAN
with a shoppi ng bag approaches.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
The fact that he does not speak English
is proof that he is genuine.

H SPANI C VAN
M ster Kapl an?

Ezra gl ances at the Hi spanic Mn

EZRA
Mster? -- That's about as nuch Engli sh
you know, am | right?

The Hi spanic Man sm | es, consigns Ezra the shopping bag, and,
maki ng sure he has Ezra's approval, lifts up his |uggage.

EZRA
(sighs)
Yes, you nay.

The Hi spanic Man checks no one is follow ng himand | eaves.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
He knows where to deliver your |uggage.
Not hi ng el se. Disguise yourself anew
with the itens in the bag. Then head
for your destination by train.

Maki ng sure he is unobserved, Ezra opens the bag which contains
a checkered shirt with a breast pocket, a fake nustache, a
mrror, a baseball cap, and stylish sungl asses. He does not
like it.
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EZRA (V. Q)
Sonebody al ready chose ny | ooks.

He picks out the baseball cap and the sungl asses, and tries
t hem on.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
That you survived the blast wll not
surface imedi ately. These neasures
wi || safeguard you from being recogni zed
as you travel to the Giostica. And
only the right nmen know how you're
dr essed.

As he exam nes the nustache without renoving it fromthe bag,

EZRA (V. Q)
And that | sport this?

M NUTES LATER

I n baseball cap, stylish sungl asses, nustache, and the casual,
checkered shirt Ezra wal ks toward the subway. He carries the
shoppi ng bag fromwhich his previously worn jacket sticks out.

ENSI GN #1 (V. Q)
Take good care, you are the | ast hope
for "transparency” to reenerge. At the
|atest, in Portland you will be seeing
t hrough everything. An insider.

On spy pen energing fromthe checkered pocket as he wal ks,

DI SSCLVE OVER TO
| NT. PENUMBRA' S HI DEAVWAY, HEAVEN -- DAY
on plaque with the statenent:

"Angels Whuld Do Little For Humans If There Weren't Us"
CAMERA PULLS BACK to include a nunber of woolen red devil heads
di spl ayed in a row above the plaque. Anong the heads sticks
out one whose horns are made of two daggers. On their grips
dangl e two basebal | caps.

Angel s PENUMBRA and MYSTI CA wal k by, take one cap each, and
put them on.

They approach two other devil heads. One has a nustache and
the other a goatee. Penunbra tears off the self-sticking
must ache and applies it on her face.
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Mystica does the same with the goatee.

MYSTI CA
Better the other way round.

PENUNMBRA
| thought so too.

They exchange their wool en beards.

They approach two ot her devil heads wearing stylish sungl asses,
take them off, and put them on.

MYSTI CA
Does this make ne any different? -- |
don't understand these humans, they
keep canoufl agi ng t hensel ves.

Wth a bright smle in her goatee,

PENUNMBRA
Keep sm ling.

MYSTI CA
I f only ONCE they had the chance to see
how scary they look... the day all the
crap in their mnds wll surface.

PENUMBRA
Maybe it's better they don't.

MYSTI CA
There are enough heart attacks OUT THERE?

Penunbra nods. Mstica swings over to face a devil head.
In stylish sungl asses, staring at the face,

MYSTI CA
Wul d be therapeutic heart attacks.

She withdraws fromthe devil and turns to Penunbr a.

MYSTI CA
This Ezra fellow m ght cause a few heart
attacks with his sobriety.

PENUNVBRA
He bew | ders ©ME.

MYSTI CA
Not only you.
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