FADE | N:
| NT. BEDROOM -- DAY

Four-year-old SIMON lies asleep on his side in his bed. A
broad smle lights up his cherub-Ilike face.

A drop of water falls onto his closed eyelid and rolls down
his nose, foll owed by another.

The sound of SN FFLES of f screen.

Sinon' s di straught ei ghteen-year-old nother ANYA | ooks down
at her son. She sits beside Sinon and then gently w pes her
tears fromhis face.

She begins to nurnmur over and over again.

ANYA
" m sorry.

Her shoul ders shake as she becones nore enotional. Her crying
reaches a peak and then begins to subside.

After a few nonents she's conpletely calm The only sign of
her nmonmentary breakdown i s her bl oodshot eyes.

Anya | ays down next to Sinon conform ng her body to his fetal
position. GCently she lays her head directly on top of his.

She puts a silver 22 caliber handgun to her head.

ANYA ( CONT' D)
God forgive ne.

Eyes w de open she squeezes the trigger.
CUT TO BLACK SCREEN
BANG
| NT. H GH SCHOOL COUNSELOR S OFFI CE -- DAY
Anya smles big as she hugs her counselor MRS, K

ANYA
| can't believe it!

She pulls away and | ooks at the paper in her hand once again.
MRS. K

| don't know why not. You worked
so hard for it.



Anya hugs Ms. K again.

ANYA
Thank you so nuch.

MRS. K
You deserve it honey.

Anya rushes fromthe office. Ms. K beans with pride.
| NT. DAYCARE -- LATER
Sinmon runs into Anya's open arns.

SI MON
Momy!

Anya scoops her son up and spins himaround.

ANYA
Did you have a good day?
SI MON
(noddi ng hi s head)
Uh huh
ANYA
Mormy had a good day t oo.
SI MON
You di d?
ANYA
(nods)
Uh huh

She sets Sinon down and hel ps himinto his backpack.

ANYA ( CONT' D)
But we have to hurry up. W have an
appoi nt nent .

I NT. OFFICE -- LATER

Ofice decorated with child s artwork. Toy box in the corner
At her desk working intently with her head down is Ms. WH TE

Anya rushes through the open door of Ms. Wite's office al ong
with Sinon. Sinon imediately rushes to the toy box and
starts playing.

ANYA
Sorry I'ml ate.



She stops

Anya di gs
t akes the

abruptly.

ANYA ( CONT' D)
Oh, |1'm | ooking for Nancy.

(to Sinon)
Cone here!
M5. VWH TE
Oh no. He's fine. Are you Anya?
ANYA
Yes
M5. VWH TE
I'"'m Ms. White. Nancy doesn't work
here anynore. |'mtaking over her
cases.
ANYA

VWhen did she | eave?

MS. VWH TE
Last week. She didn't call you?

ANYA
(di sappoi nt ed)

M5. VWH TE
|"msorry but this kind of thing
can't be newto you. | saw that

you' ve been in the systemfor a |ong
tine.

ANYA
Yes, Ever since | got pregnant.
M5. VWH TE
Well.. Have a seat. |'ve been | ooking

over your file and..

ANYA
(cuts her off)
| have it right here.

in her bag and hands Ms. Wite a paper.

paper and reads it over.

MS. VWH TE
So you are graduati ng.

ANYA
(smles)
Yes, | am

Ms. White



M5, VWH TE
Vell that's too bad because if you
weren't | could help you. Once you
turn ei ghteen and or graduate from
hi gh school, whi chever cones first,
the state considers you an adult.
Unl ess you're enrolled at or accepted
into sone kind of educational program
they cut you | oose.

She makes scissor cutting notions with her fingers.

M5S. VWHI TE ( CONT' D)
Just |ike that.

ANYA
But we don't have anywhere to go.

MS. VWH TE
There's always the shelter.

SI MON
(screans)
No!

Anya and Ms. Wiite are both startled by Sinon's sudden
out bur st..

Si non shakes his head adamantly.

SI MON ( CONT' D)
No shelter! No shel ter

Anya rushes to consol e Sinon.

ANYA
We're not going back there. Okay?

She hands Sinon a toy truck. He takes it and continues
pl ayi ng |i ke nothing ever happened. Anya stays with Sinon
for a nonent and then returns back to the desk.

Anya answers Ms. Wiite's questioning glance.

ANYA ( CONT' D)
He had a bad experience in the
shelter.

M5, VWH TE
|"msorry to hear that but you know
all shelters aren't created equal
and you'll only have to stay until
one of these housing prograns has an

( MORE



M5. WHI TE ( CONT' D)
opening. It's up to you, but if you
don't have anywhere to live the state
will take himfromyou and put him
into foster care.

FLASHBACK

Anya stands with a tear streaked face and a huge belly

wat chi ng as her nother wal ks away from her.

ANYA
Mommal

Anya's not her continues wal ki ng and doesn't | ook back.

BACK TO SCENE

M5. VWH TE
But don't worry about it. Call ne
in the norning. 1'll see about

getting you into a good shelter.

ANYA
(smles weakly)
Ckay.
(turns to her son)
Come on Sinon. Let's go.

Si non obediently cones to Anya
M5, VWH TE

(waves)
Bye Si non.

Hi di ng behind Anya's | egs Sinon waves shyly to Ms. Wite.

M5. VH TE ( CONT' D)
(smles reassuringly)
It's not that bad Anya. It's only
the end of the world if you perceive
it that way. Ckay?

Anya nods and then takes Sinon's hand.

Ms. Wiite watches Anya's back as she wal ks away.

The End

FADE OUT
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